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MARSHALL The Marshall M Club is proud to announce the 2016 class of the Marshall 
M Club Athletic Hall of Fame. Marshall High School has a long and proud tradition of 
excellence in all athletic programs and the M Club wants to recognize individuals for 
their outstanding accomplishments. 

Four nomination categories have been established including; athlete, coach, school 
administrator and community member. Individuals, who through distinguished 
achievement excelled in one or more Marshall Public Schools athletic programs, 
demonstrating dedication, excellence, and honor in representing Marshall Public 
Schools and the community of Marshall, all qualify for consideration. 

The 2016 class of Jim Muchlinski, Shannon (Bolden) Nelson, and John Sterner 
epitomize the honor. 



Jim Muchlinski is a long- time Marshall resident and is synonymous with Marshall 
baseball. Coach Muchlinski was the head baseball coach at MHS for over two decades, 
beginning in 1974 through the 1997 season. During his 24 years at the helm of the Tiger 
baseball program, his teams earned five Southwest Conference Championships and 
finished as runner-up in the 1976 MSHSL state baseball tournament. 

Coach Muchlinski was in education for 42 years, 41 of which were with Marshall 
schools. Jim began teaching and coaching in Marshall at Central Catholic High School 
in 1959, and moved to Marshall Public Schools in 1967. In addition to coaching the 
Tiger baseball team, Jim also served as a coach in the Legion baseball program, and 
served as an assistant basketball coach at MHS for 30 years. Jim Muchlinski was 
inducted into the Minnesota State High School Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 
2000, the MN Baseball Coaches Hall of Fame in 2009, the Pride in the Tiger Foundation 
Hall of Fame in 2011, and the Marshall Baseball Hall of Fame in 2015. 

"A few years ago, they put me into the Pride of the Tiger Hall of Fame, so I didn't think I 
would get this," said Muchlinski. "It's a big honor. Anytime you're named to the hall of 
fame, it means that someone thinks you've done something right." 

Shannon (Bolden) Nelson is a 2002 Marshall High School graduate. Shannon was a 
member of the Tiger girls' varsity basketball team for five years helping the program 
earn three straight state tournament appearances, including back-to-back MSHSL Class 
AAA state championships in 2001 and 2002. 

Shannon was named to the state tournament all-tournament team 3 consecutive years, 
and was a member of the Associated Press all-state team twice, including the AP 
Player of the Year in 2001. Shannon was named Minnesota's Miss Basketball in 2002, 
and still holds the all-time scoring record in Marshall High School history with 2,143 
career points. 

Following her outstanding basketball career at MHS, Shannon went on to play for the 
University of Minnesota, where she helped lead the Gophers to four straight NCAA 
tournament appearances, including an appearance in the NCAA Final Four. At the 
University of Minnesota, she was a three-year starter, two-time team captain and two-
time member of the Big Ten Conference all-defensive team. 

Shannon Nelson currently works at Northland Community and Technical College where 
she serves as a business instructor and head women's basketball coach. She is the 
winningest coach in program history, and guided her team to the 2014 NJCAA Division 
III National Championship. 

"It's been 14 years since I was in high school, but it was a great time," said Nelson. "I 
know Terry Culhane was one of the inductees last year, and to be put in the same 
category as him and the other people inducted is a great honor." 



John Sterner is a 1984 graduate of Marshall High School. John was a three sport 
standout at MHS, competing in football, wrestling and track and field. As a wrestler, 
John was a four-time letter winner, a two time All-Conference selection and won a 
MSHSL Class AA state championship at 185 lbs. during the 1983-84 season. 

On the gridiron, John was a two-way player at running back and linebacker. He was a 
member of two Southwest Conference championship teams ('83 and '84), was an 
Associated Press All-State linebacker in 1984, and played in the 1984 MN Coaches 
Association all-star game. John also excelled in track and field, earning three all-
conference awards in the discus and qualifying twice for the MSHSL Class AA state 
tournament in the discus. 

"I was fortunate to come through Marshall," said Sterner. "We had a really great 
coaching staff in football, wrestling and track. They were just wonderful. I can't say 
enough about the support staff." 

Following his prep career at MHS, Sterner competed collegiately in all three sports for 
the SMSU Mustangs. He was a four-time letter winner in football and wrestling. He was 
a two time Conference Champion in wrestling, and a four time national tournament 
qualifier. John was the 1989 National Champion at 190 lbs. Later, John returned to 
Marshall High School as a teacher and coach, in both football and wrestling, as well as 
the SMSU wrestling coach. Sterner has been inducted into the SMSU Hall of Fame, as 
well as the NSIC Hall of Fame. 

Sterner had several good things to say about his fellow inductees. 

"To be in the same room as Shannon Bolden; that's amazing. I watched her on TV; it's 
just an honor," said Sterner. "I knew Muchlinski as a guidance counselor and a coach 
and I just can't say enough the group. They're amazing." 

The M Club Tiger Athletic Hall of Fame banquet and induction ceremony will take place 
at the Ramada Inn in Marshall on Saturday, October 8. Social hour will begin at 6:00 
p.m. with the dinner and ceremony to follow. Tickets are available through the high 
school office, or from M Club board members. 

 


